
Bible Reading Plan
Luke 12:1 - 13:17
Day 1 |  Luke 12:1-12
Day 2 | Luke 12:13-34
Day 3 | Luke 12:35-48
Day 4 | Luke 12:49-59
Day 5 | Luke 13:1-17

 During this trimester we are focusing on the concept of Hospitality.  Much of the 
ministry of Jesus occurred in homes and around tables. We, as His body/His Church, need 
to follow his lead and create space for those around us, showing them God’s love by treating 
them as guests in our homes, as people valued by God and deeply loved by us. 
 Next week, we will begin our second series “The Hospitable Leader: How to Lead in 
Inhospitable Places,” where we will learn about leadership through the lens of hospitality. 

Luke 13:10-17 (NIV) 

10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there 
who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not 
straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, 
you are set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she 
straightened up and praised God. 14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the 
synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on 
those days, not on the Sabbath.” 15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each 
of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 
16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for 
eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?” 17 When he said 
this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful 
things he was doing.

Excerpt from “A Meal With Jesus” (p. 23) 

 “The Pharisees are people who have the Word, but hide it. Formally they honor the 
Word, building monuments for the prophets. But in reality they ignore God’s Word, 
effectively siding with those who killed the prophets (Luke 11:47-51). They’d created a 
system that the poor could never keep, and then instead of helping them, despised them for 
their failures. Jesus concludes: ‘Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of

knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering’ (11:52).  
 How might we do this today? Perhaps through sophisticated displays of exegesis or 
rhetoric that make the non-literate feel that they can’t read the Bible for themselves. 
Perhaps through application that focuses on externals and leaves hearts unchanged. Perhaps 
by applying the text to dodgy charismatics or Catholics or dispensationalists or 
fundamentalists or liberals or pagans – anyone but ourselves… 
 Jesus is handing out party invitations. They read: ‘You’re invited to my party in the 
new creation. Come as you are.’ The religious leaders agreed there was a party and an 
invitation and even that it was possible to attend. But when the religious leaders passed 
out the invitation, they didn’t say, ‘Come as you are.’ They said, ‘You’ve got to get changed; 
you’ve got to get cleaned up.’ As a result people didn’t come, because they didn’t think they 
were good enough. This is how the Pharisees took away the key of knowledge.”

Religious Confusion 

 Religion devoid of Christ is an empty set of rules and regulations. Wherever the rules 
come from does not matter, the error is the same. No set of rules, even the Old Testament 
ones, can reconcile you to the one true God and thus provide the hope of eternity with him 
in heaven. Religion devoid of Christ is confused. It is confused about Christ and it is confused 
about grace.  
 In the passage above from Luke, religious leaders are confused and are misusing 
rules. Jesus beautifully corrects their misconception. Their misconception led them to treat 
people outside their religious circle with contempt instead of grace. They did not understand 
the message of grace for themselves or others. Thus, they did not invite them to their tables 
and certainly not to the future heavenly table with Christ.  
 We know and experience a different concept of grace taught and lived by our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. It calls us to reach outside our religious circles. It calls us to invite 
people to join us at our tables and to the heavenly table with Christ. It actually erases the 
religious circle and moves us from exclusivity to inclusivity. Who will you reach out to this 
week with the beautiful message of grace in Jesus Christ? Who can you invite to your table?

Prayer for the week

Holy God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I pause in this moment to worship you. Your grace is 
amazing to me and I am so grateful to be a recipient of it. Thank you so much for covering 
me in your love and grace. Help me to see it and understand it more deeply everyday so that 
I can praise you in greater ways. Help me to share your love and grace with others whenever 
and wherever possible.  In the name of Jesus, Amen.  

Visit tlcc.org/hospitality-devotional to access additional resources including an electronic version 
of this plan. You can also sign-up to receive this plan via email each week.
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